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MAJOR HIV INDICATORS

2003 2004 2005 2008

Adult HIV Prevalence (%)

National 4.4 4,6 4.7 5.0

Urban 12.6 12.5 12.5 12.6

Rural 2.6 28 3.0 3.4
HIV-positive Population 1,474,758 1,590,967 1,590,967 2,037,112
HIV-positive Pregnant Women 128,122 137,596 146,570 169,410
HIV-positive Births 34,875 37,450 39,886 46,093
New HIV Infections 231,415 244,384 253,308 277,141
New AIDS Cases 122,697 132,677 143,129 177,232
AIDS Deaths 114,690 124,178 134,124 166,901
No. of Persons Needing ART 245,394 265,354 286,258 354,464
AIDS Orphans 538,674 606,998 678,936 217,688
Non AIDS Orphans 4,015,073 4,072,083 4,122,283 4,228,740
Proportion of TB Cases Caused by AIDS 38% 39% 39% 41%
Proportion of 15 - 49 year Olds Dying of AIDS 30% 32% 33% 37%
Decreases in Expectation of Life Due to AIDS 4.6 Years 4.7 Years 4.9 Years 5.6 Years
Population Increase 1,962,766 2,013,537 2,063,749 2,198,854




FOREWORD

The rapid expansion of HIV/AIDS in sub-Saharan countries has a profound impact on the health
sector as well as the socio-economic development of the region in general. Sub-Sahara Africa is
the most affected part of the world where more than two thirds of all people with HIV/AIDS are
living. In the worst affected countries, the pandemic has reversed the developmental gains of the
past few decades, including the hard-won increase in child survival and gains in life expectancy.
Despite the concerted efforts to control the epidemic in the last few years, the global impacts are
not noticeable and it seems that the pandemic is continuing unabated in many parts of the world
and is still claiming millions of lives. Even if the pandemic is brought under control we will still
continue to grapple with the after effects for many years to come.

The HIV/AIDS situation in Ethiopia has evolved from two reported AIDS cases in 1986 to a
cumulative total of 147,000 by mid-2003 but the vast majority are unreported and many more have
died unnoticed and unaided. It is currently estimated that 1.5 million people are living with HIV/AIDS
and this is a staggering number to cope with for a resource-poor country. Results in the last few
years indicate some encouraging signs that the epidemic is progressing at a slower rate, however,
the rate of change is not sufficient enough to be complacent. Given the size of the population and
the magnitude of the damage already inflicted, it will take us a number of years to see noticeable
declines in prevalence and incidence reduction with sustained effort. Likewise despite the
advances in management of the pandemic and the increasing resource availability, we still face a
far from ideal situation, one which is unlikely to give us respite in the near future.

Despite the odds, the government of Ethiopia and its many partners are working hard to contain
the pandemic and the achievements so far are encouraging. As part of this endeavour and as one
of its major duties, the government is trying its level best to create an enabling policy and
intervention environment by putting in place the necessary tools and implementation mechanisms.
These include the HIV/AIDS policy, the revised strategic framework, the different institutional
arrangements for leadership, coordination and monitoring of activities, and mobilizing resources.
To prove effective, this must continue in an enhanced manner.

One of the activities of the Ministry of Health is producing empirical data on the scope and progress
of the disease in the country. In this respect we have been publishing a national sentinel
surveillance report (NSSR) every two years since 1996, and the fifth report was published in June
2004. Additionally, all the detailed technical data for the fifth report are compiled and presented in
this technical document. We would like to believe that the quality of the report has continuously
improved over the years and that it has become more refined with the improved analytical tools
that are being made available. | hope users will find this to be true and that the report proves useful
for their work.

| would like to take this opportunity to thank all those who participated in the process, particularly
US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) for technical and financial assistance, World
Health Organization (WHO) for covering operational costs, all regional health bureaus (RHBs) and
the health institution that were part of the surveillance system.

Kebede Tadesse
Minister
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