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Background

High level of poverty illiteracy fast population growth and lower coverage
of socioeconomic infrastructures among other things can be maimed as
some of the major problems praline in the region though the overall
condition and poverty of the region is higher even as compared to the
motional level the condition of women is the worst which is attributed to
the years old cultural traditional an religious related gender impediments
neglecting women who constitute 50% of the population and the custodian
of the community will have very significant influence in the overall
development endeavors unless the mothers are changed the change if any
that could occur in the other family members will not be sustained thus not
only for the sake of women but also for the overall development of the
society women should be given due attention and being empowered.
Tigray in general is one of the regions hardest hit by the twin pandemics of
violence against women & HIV AIDS that is highly associated with Harmful
customary practices (HCPS). Early marriage, which has been casting a
shadow on the lives of millions of girls, is one of the commonly practiced
harmful customaries in Ethiopia particularly in the northern part. Different
studies studies show that Tigray has one of the lowest ages at first
marriage. That is why different studies explicitly documented that Tigray
has the highest incidence of early marriage next to Amhara in the country.
Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) is another HCP commonly practiced
particularly in the rural areas. Thus, Tigray is one of the region where

fistula problem is widely observed.

HCPs are one of the main reasons for female school dropouts that curtail
girls opportunities for education, restricting their personal development,
and leaving lasting negative impacts on their lives and the lives of their
children as teenage girls are also much more vulnerable than older women
to STIs, including HIV/ AIDS.

HIV/AIDS is a cross-cutting issue in any development endeavor. It goes

beyond merely a health problem; the issue has economic, social, and
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psychological complications. Thus, it is believed that 6" report on “”Aids in
Ethiopia”” of Federal Ministry of Health/ National HAPCO (September,
2006), Tigray is among the regions that are hardest hit by HIV/ AIDS.

Though HIV /AIDS does not discriminate any at all, however, the rate of
infection is higher in females compared to the males. Some of the major
causes include the biological nature and structure of the female sexual
organ which makes it easy for the

Virus to join the blood vessels. Secondly, due to HCPs such as early
marriage, FGM, female abduction, and sexual harassment along with the
wider experiences by male of having more than one wife make them more
vulnerable to HIV/AIDS. The third reason is because of their economic
dependence. Women have little say and ability to negotiate with their male
counterparts even for practicing sate sex. Moreover, they have less access
to information compared to the male and thus make little caution and thus
become vulnerable. Thus, many studies and assessments have confirmed
that women are taking the higher share in the effort to control HIV/ AIDS.
Awareness creation on HIV /AIDS mainly to its members by organizing
different awareness raising workshops, Community capacity Enhancement
(CCE), Self-help Livelihood Action program for Commercial sex Workers
(CSWs)
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